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"Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve
stars. Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give
birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his
heads. His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to
give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. She bore a
male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child
was caught up to God and His throne. Then the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should
feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. And war
broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon;
and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor
was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him. ....” (Revelation 12:1-12; NK1J)

IV. Christmas is the epic story of the
that has already been

A. Be aware of the great
in the heavens! (v7)

e The combatants:
vs the I

the Archangel

"At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands
watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time.
And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is
found written in the book.” (Daniel 12:1; NKJ)

e The battlefield: I (v10)

e The trigger: The ?

B. Be alert to the great
of which___ are a part!

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:10-12; NKJ)

“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4;NKJ)

C. Be absolutely of the great
that is yours in !

“"And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you
all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that
was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of
the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities
and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over
them in it.” (Colossians 2:13-15; NK3J)

“"Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:
'‘Death is swallowed up in victory.” O Death, where is your sting? O
Hades, where is your victory?’ The sting of death is sin, and the
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-57; NKJ)

“"Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity
captive, and gave gifts to men.’ (Now this, "He ascended”—what does
it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the
earth? He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all
the heavens, that He might fill all things.)” (Ephesians 5:8-10; NKJ)



