The Bridge - Part I
Genesis 11:1-10, Genesis 28:10-17
December 15, 2024 - Third Sunday in Advent

"Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. And it came
to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in
the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. Then they said to one
another, 'Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They
had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. And they said,
‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the
heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered
abroad over the face of the whole earth.” ....” (Genesis 11:1-10; NKJ)

I. Advent is an invitation to ponder our

Three Catastrophes:
e (Catastrophe #1: The
e (Catastrophe #2: The
e Catastrophe #3: The

"Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—
(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when
there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even
over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.”
(Romans 5:12-14; NKJ)

e The Tower of Babbel was a
e The city (possibly the Ziggurat) was

e Babilu (Akkadian) means " "
e Babel (Hebrew) means ™ I

"The Most High assigned nations their lands,; he determined where
peoples should live. He assigned to each nation a heavenly being,”
(Deuteronomy 32:8; GNT)

"And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in
which you once walked according to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the
sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted

ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and
of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”
(Ephesians 2:2-3; NKJ)

II. Advent is an invitation to ponder God’s

"Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. So he
came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun
had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his
head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. Then he dreamed, and
behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to
heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending
on it. And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: 'I am the Lord
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which
you lie I will give to you and your descendants. Also your descendants
shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west
and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed
all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, I am with you
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this
land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to
you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 'Surely the Lord is in
this place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, 'How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven!”” (Genesis 28:10-17; NKJ)

@ Jacob’s ladder (stairway/ramp) was likely a
!

“For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in
subjection to angels. But one testified in a certain place, saying:
‘What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that You
take care of him? You have made him a little lower than the angels;
You have crowned him with glory and honor, and set him over the
works of Your hands. You have put all things in subjection under his
feet.” For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put
under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that
He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.” (Hebrews
2:5-9 NK1V)



