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“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified
together. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility,
not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because
the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the
whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.
Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption,
the redemption of our body. For we were saved in this hope, but hope
that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with
perseverance.” (Romans 8:16-25; NKJ)

II. Have_________________! Suffering is a
________________ part of your life in Christ!

B. Have Hope! Your suffering is for a
______________, not a _______________!
“Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.
And His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?’” (John 9:1-2; NKJ)
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has
to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in
love.” (1 John 4:18; NKJ)
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have
its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to
all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” (James
1:2-5; NKJ)

C. Have Hope! Your suffering is an _________
to suffer in company with ____________!
“… that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any
means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.” (Philippians
3:10-11; NKJ)

“… if indeed we suffer with Him …”

D. Have Hope! Your suffering is a __________
in the very _______________ of Christ!

A. Have Hope! Your suffering is an _________
____________ of faith, not an ____________!

“… if indeed we suffer with Him …”

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; ….” (1 Peter
4:12-13; NKJ)
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.” (John 16:33; NKJ)

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is
lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the
church,” (Colossians 1:24; NKJ)
“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me
His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God,” (2 Timothy 1:8; NKJ)
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