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“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God.  Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance 
of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  For 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be 
unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good, and you will have praise 
from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good.  But if you do 
evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.  
Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for 
conscience’ sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are 
God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing.  Render 
therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to 
whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.”  (Romans 
13:1-7; NKJ) 
 
“Tell us, therefore, what do You think?  Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?”  (Matthew 22:17; NKJ) 
 
I.  Three Scriptural Insights … 
 
Insight A.  Christians realize that Earthly 
Governments are _________________.  (v1) 
 
Insight B.  Christians understand that Earthly 
Governments are ________________. (vv1-2) 
 
“He removes kings and raises up kings;…”  (Daniel 2:21; NKJ) 
 
“For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I have 
raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name 
may be declared in all the earth.’” (Romans 9:17;NKJ) 
 
“O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a 
kingdom and majesty, glory and honor.  And because of the majesty 
that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and 
feared before him. Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever he 
wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up; and whomever 
he wished, he put down.  But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
spirit was hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, 
and they took his glory from him.  ….”  (Daniel 5:18-21; NKJ) 

 
“Then Pilate said to Him, ‘Are You not speaking to me? Do You not 
know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?’  
Jesus answered, ‘You could have no power at all against Me unless it 
had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me 
to you has the greater sin’” (John 19:10-11; NKJ) 
 
 
Conclusion - Part 1:  Understand the ________ 
_____________ of Scripture!  (vv 1-2) 
 
1.  _____________ in God is about 
understanding ________________. 
 
“The centurion answered and said, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that You 
should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant 
will be healed.  For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers 
under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, 
‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.’  
When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in 
Israel!’” (Matthew 8:8-10; NKJ) 
 
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”  (Matthew 28:18; NKJ) 
 
2.  _________________ to God requires 
_____________ to earthly authority. (vv 1-2) 
 
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in 
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but 
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross.  Therefore God also has highly exalted 
Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 
those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.”  (Philippians 2:5-11; NKJ) 
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