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"Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the
hearts of the simple. For your obedience has become known to all.
Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what
is good, and simple concerning evil. And the God of peace will crush
Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen.” (Romans 16:17-20; NKJ)

A. Never forget! The result of true faith is
!

e The Christian life is not simply .

"Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have
knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. And if anyone
thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to
know. But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.” (1
Corinthians 8:1-3; NKJ)

e The Christian life is not simply .

“"Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the
world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to
regulations— 'Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which all
concern things which perish with the using—according to the
commandments and doctrines of men? These things indeed have an
appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and
neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the
flesh.” (Colossians 2:20-23; NKJ)

e The Christian life is not simply
practice.

"So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or
a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but
the substance is of Christ.” (Colossians 3:16-17; NK1J)

e The Christian life is leading to
]

“"But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 'Lord, who
has believed our report?’ So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.” (Romans 10:16-17; NKJ)

"Through him we have received grace and our apostleship to bring
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles on behalf of his
name.” (Romans 1:5; NK3J)

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
(Ephesians 2:8-9; NKJ)

“"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John
13:34-35; NKJ)

B. Let us practice to be experienced in
and amateurs in !

“"Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be
wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” (Matthew 10:16; NKJ)

... Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love,
peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. But avoid
foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.” (2
Timothy 2:21-23; NKJ)

“"Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be
babes, but in understanding be mature.” (1 Corinthians 14:20; NK1J)

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone
to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you
have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who
partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he
is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil.” (Hebrews 5:12-14; NKJ)



