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“And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off 
Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be 

crucified. Now as they came out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His 

cross.”  (Matthew 27:31-32; NKJ) 
 
“Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and 

mine.”  (Romans 16:13; NKJ) 
 

“And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off 
Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to 
crucify Him. Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a 

Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was 
coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His 

cross.” (Mark 15:20-21; NKJ) 
 
 

1.  Be alert to Christ’s _________________ in 

the _________________ of life! 
 
 

2.  Be aware that to _________________ 

Christ is to ___________________________. 
 
“Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain 

man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the 
country, and on him they laid the cross that he might 
bear it after Jesus.”  (Luke 23:26;  NKJ) 

 
“And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this 

to no one, saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.’  Then 

He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 

follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.’”  (Luke 

9:21-24; NKJ) 
 
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20; NKJ) 
 
 

3.  Be conscious of _________________ of the 

great story of _________________________! 
 
 

“Now those who were scattered after the persecution that 
arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, 

and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews 
only.  But some of them were men from Cyprus and 
Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to 

the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of 
the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and 

turned to the Lord.”  (Acts 11:19-21;  NKJ) 
 
 

4.  Be assured that God has _______________ 

in Christ! 
 
“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, 

brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the 
beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to which He called 

you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; NKJ) 
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