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“‘And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they 
crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other 
on the left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they do.’ .. ”  (Luke 23:33-47; NKJ) 
 

 

III.  The Cross is the ___________ of your 

___________ life in Christ! 
 
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.’”  (Matthew 
16:24; NKJ) 
 

“For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: ‘Who 
committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth’; who, when He 
was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who 
Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died 

to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were 

healed.  For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”  (1 Peter 2:23-25;  NKJ) 
 

1.  Follow Jesus in _________ that _________ 
has a God-given meaning and purpose. 
 
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, 
in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”  

(Genesis 50:20;  NKJ) 
 
“Then He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in 

all that the prophets have spoken!  Ought not the Christ to have 
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?’  And beginning at 
Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures 

the things concerning Himself.”  (Luke 24:25-27; NKJ) 
 

2.  Follow Jesus in ___________ yourself to 

God’s ___________. 
 

“And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He 
knelt down and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, take this cup 

away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.’”  (Luke 
22:41-42;  NKJ) 

 

3.  Follow Jesus in ___________ yourself to 

___________. 
 
“Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy 
by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of 

one mind.  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others.  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of 
a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
the point of death, even the death of the cross.  Therefore God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” (Philippians 2:2-11;  NKJ) 

 

4.  Follow Jesus’ example in personal ________ 

and ___________. 
 
“But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, ‘You know that 
those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority over them.  Yet it shall not be 
so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall 

be your servant.  And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave 
of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.’”  (Mark 10:42-45; NKJ) 
 

“In everything I showed you [by example] that by working hard in this 
way you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed [and brings greater 
joy] to give than to receive.’”  (Acts 20:35; AMP) 
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