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“Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of
note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.” (Romans 16:7; NKJ)

“Are they ministers of Christ?—I| speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in
stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five
times | received forty stripes minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was
stoned; three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been in the deep; in
journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in
perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in
perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—besides the other things, what comes
upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and | am not weak?
Who is made to stumble, and | do not burn with indignation? If | must boast, | will boast
in the things which concern my infirmity.” (2 Corinthians 11:23-30; NKJ)

A. Koinonia begins with our who
our suffering.

“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one,
for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying: ‘I will declare Your
name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly | will sing praise to You.” And again:
‘I will put My trust in Him.” And again: ‘Here am | and the children whom God has given
Me.” Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the
power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all
their lifetime subject to bondage.” (Hebrews 2:10-15; NKJ)

B. Koinonia is found in our with
Christ.

“My goal is to know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being conformed to his death,” (Philippians 3:10: CSB)

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,” (Colossians 1:24: NKJ)

C. Koinonia is nurtured in our shared suffering with

in the .

“For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also through Christ our comfort
overflows. If we are dfflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it
is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings that
we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that as you share in the
sufferings, so you will also share in the comfort. We don’t want you to be unaware,
brothers and sisters, of our affliction that took place in Asia. We were completely
overwhelmed—beyond our strength—so that we even despaired of life itself. Indeed, we
felt that we had received the sentence of death, so that we would not trust in ourselves
but in God who raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a terrible death, and he
will deliver us. We have put our hope in him that he will deliver us again while you join in
helping us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gift that
came to us through the prayers of many.” (2 Corinthian 1:5-11; NKJ)

1. about your suffering with your
brothers and sisters in Christ.

2. when your brothers and sisters
their suffering.

3. when your brothers and sisters
suffer.

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” (Romans 12:15; NKJ)

4. your brother or sister who is
suffering.

D. Koinonia is found in remembering the
of our brothers and sisters

“Remember the prisoners as if chained with them—those who are mistreated—since you
yourselves are in the body also.” (Hebrews 13:3; NKJ)

“For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow His steps:” (1 Peter 2:21; NKJ)



