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“For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you.
But now no longer having a place in these parts, and having a great
desire these many years to come to you, whenever I journey to Spain,
I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be
helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for
a while. But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints.
For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain
contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. It
pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles
have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to
minister to them in material things. Therefore, when I have performed
this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to
Spain. But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.” (Romans 15:22-29; NKJ)

A. Let us recognize that we are
in the of Jesus Christ.

“"For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so
that you may be established— that is, that I may be encouraged
together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. Now I do
not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to
you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among
you also, just as among the other Gentiles. I am a debtor both to
Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. So, as much as
is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome
also.” (Romans 1:11-14; NKJ)

B. Let us own the obligation of
sharing our with
the . (Vv 26-27)

"For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One
died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them
and rose again. Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according
to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh,
yet now we know Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,

he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things
have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to
us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in
Him.” (1 Corinthians 5:14-21; NKJ)

C. Let us own the joyful obligation of sharing
our with our
and in need. (v 26-27)

“"Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: that in a great trial of
affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded
in the riches of their liberality. For I bear witness that according to
their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,
imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the
fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And not only as we had
hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by
the will of God.” (1 Corinthians 8:1-5; NKJ)

"Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to
the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: On the first day of the
week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may
prosper, that there be no collections when I come. And when I come,
whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to
Jerusalem. But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me.” (1
Corinthians 16:1-4; NKJ)

D. Let us grasp that we are
beyond imagination in Christ!

"To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ,” (Ephesians 3:8; NKJ)



