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“For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. 
But now no longer having a place in these parts, and having a great 
desire these many years to come to you, whenever I journey to Spain, 
I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be 
helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for 

a while.   But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 
For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. It 

pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles 
have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to 
minister to them in material things. Therefore, when I have performed 

this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to 
Spain. But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness 
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.”  (Romans 15:22-29; NKJ) 
 
 

A.  You can absolutely ____________ _______ 
______________ to guide your life!  (v22) 
 

“You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?”  (Galatians 

5:7; NKJ) 
 
“Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—
but Satan hindered us.” (1 Thessalonians 2:18; NKJ) 
 
“Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, 

they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.  
After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the 
Spirit did not permit them.  So passing by Mysia, they came down to 
Troas.  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia 
stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and 
help us.’  Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to 

go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the 

gospel to them.”  (Acts 16:6-10; NKJ) 
 
 

1.  God’s providence sometimes makes use of 
______________ ______________. 
 

2.  God’s providence does not depend on our 
______________ or ______________. 
 
“A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.”  
(Proverbs 16:9; NKJ) 

 

3.  God’s providence doesn’t always take us in 

the ______________ we ____________ to go. 
 
 

B.  You can (and should) _____________ 
____________ in good conscience!  (vv23-25) 
 
“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 

such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; 
whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes 
away. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do 
this or that.” But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 
evil.  Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to 
him it is sin.”  (James 4:13-17; NKJ) 

 
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone 
who is hasty, surely to poverty.”  (Proverbs 21:5; NKJ) 

 
“Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it 
to pass.”  (Psalm 37:5; NKJ) 
 

 

C.  Commit to your ______________ and 

prioritize your ______________!  (vv25-28) 
 
“But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the 
uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the 
circumcised was to Peter (for He who worked effectively in Peter for 
the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me 

toward the Gentiles),and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed 
to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave 
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to 
the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  They desired only that we 
should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to 
do.”  (Galatians 2:7-10; NKJ) 
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